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The driver jumped out of his cab and was 
joined by the other workers, who squelched 
through the slime to try and free the 
half-buried animals. They were saddened by 
what had happened — the driver was 
particularly upset. After cleaning up the 
rabbits that were unhurt, they set them free 
and the rabbits bounded into the Wood. 


There was now a bank of mud and grass 
remaining, where the last few rabbits from 
the warren stayed hidden. They didn’t hear 


the roar of the machine as they had expected. 


The humans felt strange about what had 
happened. They left that part of the site 
alone for the rest of the day and began 
working elsewhere. 


Rain continued to fall. Cold, wet and 
frightened, the rabbits inside the bank 
shivered through the day in a huddle. When 
darkness came and the humans had gone, 
one danger was replaced by another. The 
holes were now an open invitation to any 
hunter who caught their scent. 


With more rabbits in the Wood, some were 
trying to enter other families’ burrows and 
were accepted, but in other places there was 
considerable overcrowding. 


The foxes, stoats and weasels went on a 
killing spree, making the most of the rabbits’ 
misfortune. “The cubs must do without their 
mother for a while,” Lean Vixen told her 
mate. “I shall eat rabbit tonight.” 


It was soon clear that two rabbits had no bolt 
holes. They dashed out of the Wood and on to 
the top of the bank. “Catch one,” Lean Vixen 
called to her mate, as she rushed after the 
other herself. 


The rabbits leapt and landed in the sticky 
mud. Lean Fox crashed after them into the 
ooze. He saw Lean Vixen on the brink. 


“Don’t jump!” he cried. “It’s a trap!” he said, 
as he struggled, trying to free himself from 
the mud. But Lean Vixen didn’t hear 

his warning. 


Dy 


aw 


The rabbits began to pull their lighter bodies 
out of the mud. The rain was pouring down 
on them as Lean Vixen shrilled, “They are 
getting away!” 


Suddenly, she spied another rabbit and 
started instinctively to dig furiously at the 
bank. As she did, it began to collapse, burying 
her mate. A flood of water engulfed the vixen, 
drowning her and a few rabbits still hidden 
in the holes. 


A pond formed on the building site. On the 
surface lay the two dead foxes and a number 
of rabbits. The first animals had been killed 
and the first trees had been felled in Farthing 
Wood that day. 


Beyond this place of drama, Long Whiskers, 
continued her journey. It was dark and she 
felt a little lonely. “You are my companions,” 
she whispered to her unborn cubs. “Though 
I seem alone, we travel together.” 


She stopped just short of the road, hiding in a 
leafy garden. Her sores were healing and she 
was almost able to forget about them. 


Long Whiskers didn’t know Stout Fox was 
heading in her direction. He was thinking 
constantly of Stout Vixen and how he would 
save her by gaining the otters’ secret. 


In the morning, Nervous Squirrel was 
shocked by the devastation. “A hole! A hole in 
F-Farthing Wood!” 

“Dead foxes! Dead rabbits! Who’s next? 
Who’s next?” screamed Jay. 


The other animals in Farthing Wood were 
beginning to regret not having listened to 
Sage Hedgehog’s warnings. They wished 
they had gone with Stout Fox to help him 
in his search for otters. 


“There’s no time left for talking. We should 
bring everyone together who wants to help 
save Farthing Wood,” said Kindly Badger. 


That night, many creatures crept from the 
Wood. From her den, Stout Vixen could hear 
them. She glimpsed the search party depart 
into the night. She wondered how far her 
mate had travelled and whether he had 
met with any success. 


An abridgement of FARTHING WOOD - THE ADVENTURE BEGINS by Colin Dann, published by Hutchinson Children's Books at £8.99 


All About... 


| a 

If you’re looking out for a Great crested grebe in Red-neckeds mainly stick to estuaries and marshes 

winter, remember that they look quite drab along the coast. Next, look at its neck. If it’s thick 

compared to their summer plumage (feathers). You and grey, then it’s a Red-necked (it turns red in the 

might also see a similar sized grebe, called a summer) - the Great crested’s neck stays white with 

Red-necked grebe, that visits Britain (but not a dark stripe down the back of it. Finally, look at its 

’ Ireland) in winter. How can you tell which is which? face. If you can see a white stripe above the eye, 

66Hello there. I m Great Well, if the bird is on an inland lake or reservoir, then it’s a Great-crested - the Red-necked’s dark 

then it’s probably a Great crested grebe, because crown stretches down to the bottom of the eye. 


crested grebe and, though | 
can fly, | spend most of my 
time on water, especially 
lakes, reservoirs and 
lowland rivers. That's where 
you'll usually find me, 
although in winter some of 
us move to the coast. 

We're more difficult to 
spot in winter, because our 
feathers are duller. You can 
tell us apart from ducks by 
our humped outline, with no 
tail feathers sticking up.99 


| spend most of my time on water - I’m 
actually quite clumsy on land. When I’m 
swimming, | sit low in the water with my 
head held high. | can spot my food 
from above the water - fish, newts, 
frogs, tadpoles, small invertebrates and 
plant bits - and dive down to reach 
them. When I’m resting, | tuck my neck 
down into my shoulders and bury my 
beak in my neck feathers. If | want to 
fly, | paddle hard on the surface of the 
water to take off and, once I’m in the 
air, | beat my wings fast and dangle my 
legs below my body. 


I’m about 48cm long - a bit smaller than 
a Mallard, but bigger than a Magpie. | 
have a long, thin neck, a brown beak, 

tinged with red and shaped like a 
dagger, and a brownish grey back. My 
face, neck and underparts are white 
and my head in summer has a black 
crown and crest, and a ruff of chestnut 
and black feathers at the side of my 
face, called tippets. 


All About... 
Courtship 


66In early spring, we Great crested 
grebes grow our breeding feathers 
and I must say, they do make us 
look very handsome. Then we get 
down to the serious business of 
courting - each pair has a number 
of rather spectacular displays to 
help them become attached to 
each other and then to successfully 
rear a brood of young.99 


Shortly after they are hatched, our 
striped chicks can swim. We feed 
them for about 10 weeks, at first with 
smail insects and then fish. They cry 
out to us, with loud shrieks, when they 
are hungry. We parents often give 
them a ride on our backs, too. This 
isn’t just for fun - it protects them 
against predators like Pike. 


Rijantioa! 


TRUE WATER BIRDS 

Many birds escape from their predators 
by flying, but grebes stay on the water 
and hide in clumps of water plants. 
They even sleep on water. 


The most popular display is head shaking. 
We fan out our tippets and raise our crests 
into two tufts. Then we swing our heads 
from side to side, sometimes fast, 
sometimes slow. This can last up to three 
minutes and, occasionally, one of us bends 
down to preen our wings during it. 


ALL THE FASHION 7 
In the 1800s, the beautiful, chestnut brown tippet : Ma 
feathers of the Great crested grebe became a ¥ = 


very fashionable decoration on ladies’ hats. So A different ceremony is when one partner dives 


Like other grebes, we build a nest from soggy plant 


many grebes were killed for this purpose - at one towards the other. Meanwhile, the waiting bird bits, either wedging it between reeds or tree 
point there were only 32 pairs left in Britain - that fluffs out all its feathers and raises its crest, Many grebes perform a weed dance, too. With crests branches or making a platform on the bottom of the 
in the 1870s laws were passed, banning people tippets and wings. When the diving bird — raised, they dive down and then rear up, beaks stuffed lake or reservoir. We line the inside with shredded 
from killing them. surfaces, it rears up on its tail and points its full of weeds, and paddle furiously with their feet and weeds. The female lays between three and five eggs 
This protection worked, and there are now some head and beak down, right beside its partner. tail. Meanwhile, they swing their heads from side to and we share the job of incubating them. If we are 
12,000 Great crested grebes in the British Isles. side, the male’s head swinging higher than the female’s. both away from the nest, we cover the eggs with 
_ — — Then they slide back into the water and drop the weed. weeds to hide them from thieving birds. 
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When printing, use 
newspaper to protect 
\ your work surface. 


arise 


‘ You will need: 
=e SOA BLoens iiockot ies “ smooth as possible), sponge, 


Soap isn’t just for washing! It makes a soft printing vegetable peeler, masking tape, poster paints, 
co block into which you can carve beautiful designs. paper, felt tip, washing-up liquid. 


y ", a Ld S Lael 
Do you have a design or doodle that you 
particularly like? If you make a ‘block’ of it, A 
you can make prints from it to personalize 
wrapping and writing paper, or your school 


exercise books (if you’re allowed). Or, you can 
use blocks to make unusual-looking paintings. 


POLYSTYRENE 
PRINTS 


Polystyrene is a common 
packing material - you’ve 
probably got some from your 
last trip to the supermarket. 

Just clean the tray from a 

packet of meat or fruit, and 
you’re ready to start. 


You will need: 
polystyrene, scissors, G; 4 Cut your basic shape out Carve patterns or features 

empty ballpoint pen, sponge, of a piece of polystyrene. into the polystyrene by pressing 
paper, liquid poster paint. 


; @ Ask an adult to wrap 4 
y some masking tape 
| J around a vegetable peeler 
easily and use this to carve 
> 4a Draw round the around your design. Make ° 
soap on a piece of paper. Plan a simple design in this area. SBS, sure that you always carve 
Copy this on to your block of soap with a felt tip. (You'll need “ose away from you, so you'll 4 
© to keep cleaning your felt tip by scribbling on some scrap.) have to turn the block of 
soap to change direction. 


3 Dip a sponge into some Fy 
poster paint and dab it on te: See 
(@) i een ie al of scrap paper. Lay another 
washing-up liquid to it. piece of paper carefully on top 
and smooth it down over the 
block with your fingers. Lift it off to 
see your printed picture. 


3 When you've 
finished, put the 
block on a piece of 
scrap paper. Dip a, 
sponge in some 
poster paint and 
wipe it quickly 

across the block. 


@ Use the 
block to print your 
design on to paper. 


Laie | 
_ AE, 


a 
Use the other 
Ee, g side of your 
block of soap for 
a » Oa Cs | another design. 
fe) ‘ 


Use a screwdriver 
to carve flat lines, 
or a nail and bolt 
to carve holes and 
hexagons. 


Try printing on coloured 


(Use other blocks to paper for special effects. : = 


decorate around your print. 


Secret World of. 


CAMOUFLAGE AT SEA 


(7*:s 66At first glance, this appears to be a quiet sort 
) ~\ of a place, with very little going on. But if you 
4w look really closely, you will see that it’s full of life. 
{| 7, Many of the creatures are cleverly disguised so that 
/7)1/ they blend in with their underwater home. 
c \ They are camouflaged in lots of different ways. Some 
conceal themselves by taking on the shape or-colour 
of plants, while others are so transparent that they are 
difficult to spot floating around. Some crafty creatures even 
bury themselves in the sandy sea floor, changing their 
colouring to match the seabed on which they are resting.99 


Whistler’s Challenge: take a careful look at this 
underwater scene. Common prawns are almost 
completely transparent, so they can be very 
difficult to spot. How many can you find? 


You should be able to pick out five 
see-through swimmers, roaming 
about in the deep blue sea. 


The Spiny spider crab 
uses the plants and 
animals around it for its 
disguise. It collects 
seaweeds and sponges 
; on its shell, so that it 
ei a\)% blends in with the 


he a j surroundings. 
The Thornback ray looks very 
graceful as it glides through the 
water, but it spends most of its 
day lying on the seabed, covered 
with a fine layer of sand that it flicks 
over its body. It can change the colouring on 
its skin to match the sand and rocks around it. 


The Common goby’s speckled, 
brown scales blend into the 
. background very well. But you can 
only look like your surroundings if 
you stay as still as they do. So 
the goby rests motionless for 
gooseberry is a : long periods of time on the 
small animal that sand, darting off only to 


floats near the surface catch prey, or to avoid 
of the water, drifting wherever predators. 

the current takes it. This jellylike 

creature is very difficult to spot, 


as it is completely transparent. | 
Cuttlefish hide on the seabed, 


buried in the sand. They shoot 
out to chase prey, confusing 
them with an instant colour and 
pattern change. They can alter 
their appearance completely in 
less than a second. 


The Blue shark swims near to the 
surface of the water, cleverly 
concealed by its two-toned body. 
Viewed from above, the shark's dark 
blue back can be difficult to spot, 
merging into the blue of the sea. 
Seen from below, its white 
underside blends into the 
light-reflecting surface of the water. 


As well as being able to change colour, the Anglerfish’s body is 
covered with tassles of skin, helping to disguise its outline as it 
lies on the seabed. It also has fleshy, weedlike spines along the 
top of its body, so could quite easily be mistaken for a plant. 


WHO AM I?; 


My brown spiky coat means I’m 
well camouflaged when I 
© snuffle through leaves. 
Disguises are very important for animals - 
to help them hide from predators and to 
sneak up on their own prey. Here are a few 
disguises for you to try. 


Farthing Wood faces 
Disguise yourself as Rollo or Mr Rabbit. Use fine make-up 
brushes (or soft paint brushes) for outlining and details. 
To fill in bigger areas, use a fatter brush, or a sponge. 


ROLLO 


Wear a sandy coloured jumper to 
complete your disguise. 


sew furry ears 
to a hairband 


You will need: 
face paints in white, yellow, brown, 
black and red, brushes. 


Q Mix yellow paint with a 
little bit of brown to make a 
sandy colour. Paint the rest 
of your face with this. Paint 
in black eyebrows and 
spots for whiskers. Paint 
the tip of your nose black. 


J Paint the outline of the 
muzzle with white paint. Fill 
it in and leave to dry. 


a Paint a bright 3 Use a darker yellow 
red tongue to paint around the 

hanging out of eyes, up to the 
Rollo’s mouth, Let eyebrows. 
the first coat of 


make ears 


out of 

cardboard red dry completely 
and stick and then go over 
them toa 


it again. 


hairband. 


RABBIT 


Don’t forget to wear a worried expression. 


You will need: J Outline the 
face paints in light grey, dark grey, muzzle in light 


white, red and black. grey then fill it in. () 
- Let this dry. 


Q Paint the 
rest of the face 
@ Add a red nose, in dark grey. 
black whiskers and 
a pink tongue. B outline the mouth and 

two rabbity teeth. Fill in 

the teeth with white paint. 


MASQUERADE 


In the 1500s, people used to 
wear masks if they were going to 
a part of town or party where 
they didn’t want to be recognized. 
Masks were also worn to protect 
the skin from the night air. Have a 
mystery party where everyone 
has to wear a mask. 


You will need: 
thick card, scissors, pencil, ruler, narrow ribbon, 
glue, sticky tape, garden stick, feathers (optional). 


Q Carefully squeeze a 
thin line of glue along 
all the pencil lines. 


3 Stick ribbon down along the glue 
lines. Leave enough ribbon at each 
end of each line to just fold over to 
the other side of the mask, and glue 
in place. Trim the 
ribbon round the 
eye-holes. 


a Cut feather shapes out BEAK 
‘ of interfacing and glue 
SO) to the mask. 


o> 


Traditional masks have a long beak. This 

beak is fine for an Owl mask, but you can 

make one longer than this 

- just use a longer piece 
of cardboard. 


q Fold the piece of card in half. Make a 
mark along the bottom edge, 3cm in 
from the left. Draw lines from this 
point to each of the top corners. 


Q Cut along 
these lines. 


Or L pe ) 


q Trace round the mask 

template on to card and cut it 

out, including the eye-holes. Lightly draw diagonal lines 
in pencil, going both ways, to make diamonds. 


@ Put a narrow 
line of glue along a 
garden stick. Wind ribbon 
all the way down the stick, 
taping the ends down. 


iS Tape the stick to 
the back of the mask. 
Decorate with feathers. 


ii 
wo) 


You will need: 
thin card 8 x 8cm, ruler, 
pencil, scissors. 


BUSH NAT 


Put one of these on to disguise yourself and 
lurk by a hedge. You might spot some 
interesting wildlife - like dad cutting the lawn. 


You will need: 
old tights or stockings, hedge clippings. 


q Pull one leg of an old pair of tights or 
stockings right over your head and face 
so that it fits comfortably. 


Q Tie a knot in the tights 
just above your head and 
cut the rest off. 


3 Poke the hedge clippings 
into the tights so that they 
stick out in all directions. 
Make sure you can still see! A 


WHO AW I? 


This silly game works best when 
_ played with quite a few people. 
) Pass round a hat with pieces of 
_ folded paper in it - as many as 
there are players. One piece of 
paper has a ‘?’ on it, and the 
%Z\< — other has ‘voice’ on it. The other 
( ) pieces of paper are blank. 


3 Cut about Whoever has the ‘?’ stands 
1cm in along the with his back to his friends. 
fold. Bend up \ Everyone goes quiet, then the 
the cardboard to ‘voice’ makes an animal noise. 
make two tabs. Pa 
Glue these to 
the mask. 


The questioner then turns round to face everyone 
and guesses who made the noise. If he guesses 
correctly, then he stays as the questioner, but if he 
gets it wrong, the person who disguised his voice 
becomes the questioner. 


Then take the ‘?’ out of the hat and start again — 
you don’t need to choose a questioner this time. 
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Puzzle it ouf 22eZ- 


NEW YEAR'S EVE yt 


Weasel and Measly had invited lots of animals over sxe 
to celebrate New Year’s Eve. There was plenty to 28 
eat and drink and everyone had a good time 


| “Last year was quite good,” said Mrs 
G Fieldmouse, wistfully. “I hope this year will be 
chatting and playing games. ONG. “N , 0 

“Have you made any New Year resolutions?” o ~ 7 KS 


/ B even better.” And everyone heartily agreed. . 
To ) 
Speedy asked Whistler. — WORD TOWER 
a] ~ Turn OLD into NEW by changing 
\ one letter at a time. Read the WN jf ¢, 


“Well, I've thought about it ,” Whistler replied. 
“I have!” Speedy said, proudly. § : 
\? 7 clues and fill in the tower. 
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RESOLUTIONS 
EN Gl? 


Which of the animals do you think 
made these New Year resolutions? 
4 O) v 
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BALLOON TANGLE 

The younger animals have got 
and everyone hugged each other. Then they their balloons in a tangle. Can 
joined hands in a big circle and sang “Auld you work out which animal is 
Lang Syne” at the top of their voices. holding which balloon? 


; | 


, (5° Suddenly the clock began to chime. “It’s - 
\\ midnight! Happy New Year!” shouted Measly y 
0) Ve 
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Clues 
1 Opposite of 
an “even” number. — 
2 Opposite of “subtract”. 

3 Another word for “help”. 
4 Past tense of “do”. 


5 Opposite of “live”. er () 
6 A female deer. 
7 Avery small spot. Z> 


FORGET 
WHERE 
FOOD 1S 
TIERED 


HIDDEN SWEETS 

Measly has hidden some 
sweets in the room for 
the children. How many 
can you find? 


WHAT’S WRONG? 
Can you spot six things 
wrong with the room? 


Puzzle tt out Fae 


; _AULD LANG SYNE 
At New Year, people sing “Auld Lang Syne”, which 
is Scottish for “old times’ sake”. Here are the 

words, so that you can sing the song, too. 


COMPARISONS 


This is a game that the animals played. All 
these expressions compare one thing with ’ 3 x , ) 


PREDICTIONS 


The new year may be full 
of surprises. Write a list of 
things you think may 
happen. Keep the list safe 
until the end of the year, 
then read it again and see 


another. Can you complete each one using 
the drawings as clues? 
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Se ye if you were right! 
Ve 
1 As lightasa —-—-»$_» _Es_ as bP Wie 
2 As gentle asa — ____ __ ; 
3 As blind asa — ___ 5 @) We will go on 
F : 4Astoughas —_—-_ -§ _____.__. } \) holiday abroad. 
Should auld acquaintance be forgot, 5Ascoldas —____ 4 
ate beret erelstt to maine ; 6 As goodas ______ A DL @® We will move house. 
ould auld acquaintance be forgot, 9 ke BOUNCY G6 fe ; 
And days of auld lang syne! BAS atta an — |@ ena 
For auld lang syne, my dear, 9 As black as — — —_ _ 


@ We will get a pet. 


© My sister will 
get measles 


© | will get measles. 


For auld lang syne, 
We’ll take a cup of kindness yet, 


a =< For auld lang syne! 
ae C 
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Someone awful came to 
stay for a few weeks. 


TALLVING UP 


Say good-bye to the old 
year by remembering the ° 3 
kind of year you’ve had. 
One way of remembering 
is to play this game. Start 
with a score of 30. Give 
the year +1 for all the good 
things and -1 for all the 
bad. Make your own list of 
good and bad things - 


Your best friend 
moved away. 


c * 
\) 


‘IPOD 6 ‘Jays 8 ‘IIE L ‘PICD 9 ‘29) g ‘s}00q 

PIO + a € ‘200g % ‘aWe24 | SNOSTUVdWOD 
‘YL *S13aMS N3GGIH 

“MON 6 JON 8 ‘30d Z ‘2009 

‘ald ¢ ‘Pid + ‘PIV € ‘PPV 3 ‘PPO | YaMOL GUOM 


; J Your birthd jay *ajdund/asnow ‘uaaiS/Maiys 
here are just a few ideas. ‘payaieH ‘moljai/jauinbs 31SNVL NOOTIVE 
party was the ‘21Q2} 24) Jo 1aWIOD ‘a2aidajUeW UC pied 


‘faqe| auim ‘eueueg anjq ‘Mog yy ayy UI {Jeq 
sluua} ‘2inf Jo Snf ayy 38 4007 g9NOYM S.LVHM. 
“x04 9 ‘Apaads g ‘jaseay + 

‘auinbs € ‘WAQeY 3 ‘MO | SNOLLNTOSIY 
SUaMSNV 


best you've had. 
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ae if 


it was so hot you could great came to stay 
swim outside all summer. for a few weeks. 


You got a new pet. 


, You had to give 

away your old toys 
because there was 
no room for them. 


You went camping for the first time. 
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